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Minority-Owned Business of the Year, Himalayan Consultants LLC

Minority
business
owner
builds by
listening
By Allison Batdorff

Gopal Adhikary’s ears have helped him land govern-

Department of Natural Resources, the Wisconsin De-

ment contracts across Wisconsin and over its border,

partment of Commerce and the Illinois Environmental

in Illinois.

Protection Agency. The work has taken the company,

The ability to hear exactly what the client is saying
gives an edge to his growing company, Himalayan
Consultants LLC, Adhikary said, as clarity in commu-

which Adhikary founded in his basement in 2001, to an
office building staffed with 18 employees.
Adhikary’s respectful treatment of his clients was re-

nication kick starts a chain reaction that begins and

markable even before he went out on his own, said Linda

ends with accuracy.

Fellenz, president of Milwaukee’s LF Green Development

“In our business it is critical to understand the exact
needs of the project,” he said. “Our clients think we’re
outstanding in this way.”

LLC. Fellenz has known Adhikary for 15 years and the two
previously worked together at Kapur & Associates Inc.
“He has always been incredibly professional,” she

Careful preparation can save money from the outset,

said, “and considerate of how he completed his work

which he said the government loves. Himalayan Con-

and how he treated his clients. He is ethical, honest

sultants nabbed a Wisconsin Department of Transporta-

and provides thorough, timely advice.”

tion contract – and kept it through several competitive

Himalayan Consultants, which is certified as both

extensions – because the company listens carefully and

a Disadvantaged Business Enterprise and Minority-

follows protocol to the letter, Adhikary said.

Owned Business Enterprise, makes a point to partner

“We follow their procedure for everything, or exceed

with other capacity-building companies, Adhikary said.

their procedures,” he said. “When we can, we make

It also joined the Emerging Construction Business

their lives and jobs easier by summarizing everything it

Incubator, where he said the business grew quickly.

takes to make a sound decision.”

But it’s the company’s hallmark ability to listen

The Germantown-based consulting firm also
provides engineering and environmental services for
Milwaukee County, city of Milwaukee, the Wisconsin
The Daily Reporter’s Newsmakers of the Year
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closely and give good advice that is sending more
business its way, Adhikary said.
“People are taking note of us,” he said.
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